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I was expecting this paper to be a synthesis of tree growth stresses in angiosperms 
and gymnosperms and how these are related to reaction wood and their role in tree 
alignment. However, it was not such a paper and I found it to be full of interesting 
information but without a unifying “narrative”.

My major criticisms of the paper are as follows:

1. There is no “story” holding the whole paper together. There is a discussion about 
the relationships between green and dry wood properties, a discussion on growth 
stress indicators and the role of growth stresses in trees, and descriptions of 
different types of wood including reaction wood. But these are not brought 
together in a coherent way. What is the purpose of the paper?

2. The language needs some work. I have made a few suggestions in the annotated 
version of the paper that is uploaded. I also found it difficult to follow the
arguments put forward in many places. I could not understand the logic.

3. There are no hypotheses put forward and tested. So it appears to be more a 
review paper or a data paper. It is not clear.

4. The choice of standing trees was unclear. Why these species? Also there is only 
one tree from each species so each tree is essentially an experimental unit. 
Becomes very difficult to do any statistical analysis.

5. There were lots of graphs but the quality was not publication quality. Need 
redrawing.

6. The text was mixed up with test in Results that should have been in Materials and 
Methods and text in Discussion that should be in Results.

Other comments and questions are in my annotated version of the paper, which is 
attached.
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